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October 29, 2010 Scouting Report – Rain Came: Second Hard Frost, Heavy jacket weather, Rust 
research, Tim says Triclopyr, and Nick impresses us with QR 
 
Chicago/Northern Illinois Update: Derek Settle - DSettle@cdga.org 
Windchill.  Well, it was going to happen sooner or later. This year it was Thursday, October 28. 
On that day, yesterday, a substantial overcoat was required if outdoors. I was.  Daytime highs 
only warmed into the 40s and how about those pesky winds.  I used three coats –  I beleive in 
layers. The point is, our autumn temperatures just dropped to a more normal state.  Until this 
week, we had avioded the usual cloudy, cold, and wet October (ahh the memories of 2009). This 
year, rainfall seemed to avoid the landscape all together and only leaves were dropping – we did 
enjoy mild temperatures without rain drops.  Likity-split, necessary course projects were 
completed.  For example, untold miles of necessary drainage tile now bejewels the subterrainean 
world of greens and fairways.  Nematodes and the rest of the microbial rootzone world can now 
enjoy better health with turf the next time an overly wet summer season floods Chicago courses.  

 
Leaf drop.  Bald cypress gets its name because it behaves like a deciduous tree.  Increasingly its 
needles are on the ground – in this case they’re on a Kentucky bluegrass rough.  Settle 10-28-10 
 
Back to my 3 jackets.  The trifecta was on my upper torso as we began an investigation on rust –  
we’ll see if something comes of it.  Rust has continued to be in the news in part because dry 
conditions have meant turfgrass growth in lawns and golf roughs remains slow.  Hence the 
potential for recovery remains low. Unirrigated, turf has remained dormant to semi-dormant in 
October until recently.  I am back to collecting jackets in Chicago from here on out. Windchill. 
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Second Hard Frost – hits Chicago following a (needed) weekend of rain.  Then it got windy. 
We finally did receive the rain (dancing pays off).  The weather was less mild – though more 
mild temperatures are forecast.  Our second hard frost of October was experienced last night. 
However, biggest story of the week was that very windy conditions ushered in cold temperatures. 
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Chicago's 2nd Hard Frost Experience in October
Blow out? Most scheduling irrigation system shut down next week

High -Biltmore Country Club, N. Barrington IL
Low - Biltmore Country Club, N. Barrington IL
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A windy Chicago week ‐ the storm that kept on giving...

Lake Michigan ‐ Chicago Crib Waukegan Midway
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Rust Research – sometimes we are asked to help figure out what products do.  The label. 
Our mainstay, Kentucky bluegrass, has many older vareites that lack resistance.  Newer varieties 
are resistant and this is always our first choice to combat the disease – good genetics whenever 
we get the chance to start from scratch and/or rennovate.  However, often we cannot exercise our 
first choice.  But if we can, a the best place to check different charcteristics of turfgrass varieties 
can be found at the National Turfgrass Evaluation Program’s website www.ntep.org.  
 
Second choice. Our second choice relys on cultural practices – moderate nitrogen fertility and 
irrigation works well because it then allows plant recovery to outpace infection.  How about 
switching to another turfgrass species alltogether that is without issues of rust – tall fesucue.  
 
Third choice. Our third choice is chemical control, but we typically do not implement that 
strategy because rust is primarily cosmetic and not lethal.  Also chemicals are costly.  Also, we 
try to minimize chemical use since environmental stewardship goals are at the forefront of 
modern golf course management.  However, a late fall application, in this case, might allow 
integrated pest management of two diseases - rust as well as snow mold. Stay tuned. 
 

 
A fungicide test to determine efficacy of commonly used fungicide chemistries to control rust 
disease.  Here it is affecting a blend of susceptible Kentucky bluegrass varieties on a golf course 
rough.  A note: this was recently established by seed and tells us that you need to do your 
homework before purchasing seed. Otherwise, your final product might rust.  Settle 10-28-10
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Tim Sibicky, MS - TSibicky@hotmail.com CDGA Turfgrass Research Manager 
 
Late Fall Weed Control… Too Late? 
Time is running out! That is, if you are interested in making herbicide applications to control 
broadleaf weeds this fall of 2010.   Recent postings by the Michigan Turfgrass Team Update 
http://www.michiganturfgrass.org//uploads/Turf_Team_Update_1.pdf reinforces the common 
message for fall broadleaf weed control.  Applications can be made as turf weeds begin enter 
winter dormancy because they are actively translocating from the leaves to root and storage 
systems.  Turfgrass managers are able to exploit this translocation and use it as a ‘superhighway’ 
for their fall herbicide control programs.  It is recommended you start early enough in late 
September/early October such that more than one application can be applied at three weeks apart 
if needed.  Looking at the 10-day weather outlook, it shows there may be enough time to get a 
final application in as the coming days that will be consistently in the 50’s, and tomorrow we are 
to reach the mid-60’s F.  
 
One of the most difficult broadleaf weeds to control in home lawns/rough areas is Ground Ivy, or 
Creeping Charlie (Glechoma hederacea L.).  Research has been done at Purdue University to 
determine the optimal application timing for control of this weed by Reicher et al.  Their study 
tested different herbicide products of 2,4-D+MCPP+dicamba (Trimec), 2,4-
D+MCPP+dicamba+carfentrazone (Speed Zone), triclopyr (Turflon), triclopyr and isoxaben 
(Gallery) and fluroxypyr (Spotlight) for applications in the fall months.  The dates of 
applications tested ranged from early to late fall (1 September to 15 November). 

Ground Ivy (Glechoma hederacea L.) is a very difficult weed to control in a turfgrass system due 
to its aggressive stolons and extensive rooting capabilities.  Sibicky 10-29-10 
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Their findings indicated that, collectively across the treatments, the best timing to make 
application was 1 October.  However, when using triclopyr, they found the date not be critical 
for success and they could get excellent control from 1 September to 1 November.  In a high 
value situation, particular to the beginning and middle November applications, they justified the 
addition of isoxaben to the triclopyr as it provided improved long term residual control.  
fluroxypy also worked well at providing good control of ground ivy compared to triclopyr, but it 
provided reduced levels of control after 1 November. The 2,4-D+MCPP+dicamba treatment 
provided inconsistent results for control, but with the addition of the carfentrazone, it was stated 
that the combination provided better initial knockdown of the ground ivy, but the control did not 
persist in time. 
 
The fall months can be an extremely effective time to manage weeds, but after talking with some 
superintendents at a recent Chicagoland AGCS meeting, it would appear that some have decided 
to overlook this fall period and look ahead to 2011.  What’s in 2011?  Dupont is expected to 
release a new broadleaf post emergent control herbicide called Imprelis.  Imprelis is supposed to 
have wide spectrum control of weeds.  In perspective to what I am talking about today, it is also 
labeled for the hard to control weed of Ground Ivy.  I am eager to see the research and to see 
how it compares to the other treatments that Reicher had tested at Purdue Univ. Time will tell.  

Spot treating smaller areas can help to save product and to reduce the risks of exposure to 
golfers.  Wearing proper personal protective equipment is important.  Sibicky 8-7-07 
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Nick DeVries - NDevries@cdga.org   www.cdgaturf.com  
Research Assistant and Internet Communications Manager  
QR Codes 
1 in 2 Americans will own a smartphone by Christmas 2011 according to a survey conducted by 
the Nielson Company. Because smartphones have gone mainstream, the internet is moving 
toward a deeper interaction with the physical world. People are sharing locations on foursquare, 
streaming live video to the web with Qik, and now are beginning to use QR codes to further blur 
the line between digital and physical space. 

 
A QR code is technology that seems tailor-made for the mobile 
era. QR codes are advanced bar codes, with the ability to store 
much more information than a standard bar code. The 
information in a QR code can be anything.  For example, it can 
be a URL, contact information, a telephone number, even a 
poem. These small black and white squares become links from 
the physical world into the digital world. They are slowly 
appearing on billboards, magazines, store windows, business 
cards, everything. The possibilities and uses for QR codes are 
endless (you can scan the code to the left to see an example). 

An article on sparksheet.com gives some good examples of how QR codes are being used:  
“Beyond the “wow” factor, QR codes can be incredibly useful. Lynx, a bus service in 
Florida, is using QR codes at bus stops; finding out when the next bus is arriving is as 
simple as taking a picture. An artisanal cheese shop in Washington State is placing QR 
codes above its products that link to short videos explaining how each cheese is made. In 
another example of the real and virtual worlds colliding, Google recently mailed window 
decals with unique QR codes to 100,000 businesses in the U.S., which the search 
company identified as Favorite Places on Google. Anyone walking by could scan the 
codes with their phones to read online reviews or tag the business as a favorite.” 

To scan a QR code, download one of the many free QR readers to your camera-equipped 
smartphone. Use the application to take a picture of the QR code and in seconds the information 
will be decoded into a meaningful action: 1) Connect to a web address, 2) Download a MP3, 3) 
Dial a telephone number, 4) Watch a YouTube video. 

The Quick Response aspect of the code makes it a convenient way to serve up content to people 
on the go. QR codes will become more common in the coming 
months and years. Typing out URLs or other data on tiny 
keyboards is still not very efficient. QR codes are a shortcut 
around that problem. Advertisers may not have figured it out 
just yet, but QR codes are their best friends. Start creating your 
own QR codes now here: http://createqrcode.appspot.com/ 
QR codes are already widely adopted in Japan, with about 73% 
of Japanese people saying they have used them before. source 
 

Image above. Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, and Stitch. Notice the eyes and noses of each 
character are still visible within the QR Codes. http://blog.cliffano.com/ 
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Final image 

 
New York City.  Central Park is a great place to see fall color during October.  DeVries 10-26-10 
 
Thank you for your continued support and communication...  
Derek, Tim, and Nick – The CDGA Turfgrass Program 


