
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The weekend has arrived and brought relief for many, although from the accounts I saw particularly on the northside of the city 
many people felt they got through the steamy weather in good shape. The fact that soil conditions had become dry prior to the 
heat and humidity was somewhat of a saving grace. There were some interesting issues however, slime mold did appear looking all 
weird and whacky – ultimately it will have limited impact on turf quality but it’s always a good indicator that dew points and 
humidity levels are getting up there when it appears. Take all has appeared for the second time this year which is a little frustrating 
although some issues with micro nutrient management may be having an impact – make sure to keep those manganese levels in a 
safe zone. Insect issues are continuing to pop up – billbug activity certainly is far more intense this year and there have been 
varying levels of perceptions on Japanese beetle activity. 
 
As we look forward to next week there is another blast of heat as we seem to have gotten into the teeth of the summer – and this 
is bringing more stressful than we have seen in the last three summers. Once again, if there is an opportunity to vent – get after it! 
Turfgrass collars may be feeling stress but if you are in good shape currently and want to avoid issues, then dropping the mowing 
height a touch will reduce leaf blade surface area, and consequently decrease transpiration volumes which means less problems 
trying to judge water volumes. Further to that sticking to the program and not making rash decisions will lead to a more successful 
run through the middle third of the 100 days! 
 
Climate: 
 
Soil temperatures have crept back up into the 70°F range which won’t hurt the bentgrasses. Many courses have weathered the first 
blast of heat pretty well and the rain fall that came down this week did not cause huge issues as turf was very dry and so it 
probably helped. Night time temperatures did cross the 70°F mark (Figure 1) which was of concern though the cool down this 
weekend will bring relief too many. Expect potential for problems to arise again with moisture having built up somewhat and 
potential for larger scale problems to arise both on top and in the rootzone. 
 

 
Figure 1. Daily high and low temperatures and 2” average soil temperatures at Sunshine Course Lemont IL (SW Chicago) July 2016 
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Precipitation at the golf house this week topped 1.75’ during the period of storms coming through. This varied however reports out 
in north central Il noted precipitation levels between 3-4” while on the Northshore courses saw closer to the 0.5” mark (Figure 2). A 
majority of reports were that the moisture was welcome and some people timed it well with applications of fertility to help 
everything bounce back from the dry look.  
 

 
Figure 2. Daily precipitation totals at Sunshine Course Lemont IL (SW Chicago) July 2016  

 
Quickly looking back at June in the Rockford area the temperatures most certainly were on the warmer side and lows were in 
general well above average. If we remember that NOAA website indicated both the average low and high temperatures for the 
month and this is certainly borne out visually (Figure 3). 
 

 
Figure 3. Daily average high and low temperatures compared to June 2016 at Rockford CC, Rockford IL 

 
Further emphasizing the heat and dry conditions from June the data portrays less than 50% of the average precipitation for the 
month in the northwest (Figure 4). The issue was remediated somewhat with the storms coming through this week – though again 
there was geographical variation as places like Sterling IL saw close to 4” while Rockford recorded just over 1.4” (Figure 5). 
 

 
Figure 4. June 2016 precipitation total at Rockford CC, Rockford IL compared to the 30yr averages 



 
Figure 5. Daily precipitation totals at Rockford CC, Rockford IL July 2016.  

 
Temperatures in the northwest did not peak quite as high as the Chicagoland as the 90°F mark was not breached (Figure 6). Soil 
temperatures crept back up into the mid 70’s and everyone should be monitoring this on a regular basis as the summer continues. 
Low temperatures did climb substantially though again they did not push far past the 70°F mark – once again reducing the 
potential for problems with heavier hitting diseases.  
 

 
Figure 6. Daily high and low temperatures and average soil temperatures  

 
Central Illinois has seen a cool down somewhat though despite the drop off soil temperatures have stayed in the mid 70’s (Figure 
7). Low temperatures held below the 70°F mark but the forecast is for a return to the 90’s with moisture which could leave 
problems for turfgrass managers. 
 

 
Figure 7. Daily high and low temperatures and 4” soil temperatures at Peoria CC, Peoria IL, July 2016 



The precipitation finally hit the site in Peoria and >1.5” fell overnight (Figure 8) to help alleviate what was becoming a difficult 
situation. Further precipitation hit later in the week and the forecast does have potential for more moisture which may provide 
help going forward. 
 

 
Figure 8. Daily moisture and precipitation totals at Peoria CC, Peoria IL, July 2016 

 
Disease: 
 
Activity this week was certainly more varied with slime mold appearing after the heat and humidity (Picture 1) – the issue won’t kill 
any turf but it certainly is a good indicator that heat and humidity are plentiful. Another issue that arises more sporadically is 
something known as white blade or white leaf (http://gogtn.org/index.php/articles/pests/diseases/203-wlhite-leaf-of-poa-annua) 
(Picture 2). The issue is caused by phytoplasma which leaves the tissue looking white and bleached similar to a treatment of 
tenacity. The problem will cause some head scratching but ultimately it won’t kill any turfgrass. 
 

 
Picture 1. Slime mold described as ‘baby burping up granola bar’ showed up this week in the Chicago area. (credit B Bossert) 

http://gogtn.org/index.php/articles/pests/diseases/203-wlhite-leaf-of-poa-annua


 
Picture 2. White blade showed up on one site this week in the Chicago area – it is sporadic and it seems to be spread by leaf 

hoppers.  
 
Weeds: 

 
Crabgrass has really kicked on with the heat this week and further to that goosegrass has begun to show up on driving range tee 
boxes as the voids are now plentiful. The other issue will be that in the heat the competitive balance is favored towards the weeds 
as turfgrasses will slow their growth habit.  
 
Insects: 
 
Billbug issues have really kicked up strongly this week and the problems may continue if conditions stay hot and dry with potential 
for movement from drier areas to the irrigated areas already occurring. I did talk to Dr. Shetlar at Ohio State University this week in 
regards to the problems and his sentiment was that timing this year with control options may have been late. He indicated that he 
felt the mild winter has indeed come back to bite us and that activity was ahead of normal which meant that the normal May 
timing for some guys may have been a little bit behind. 
 

 
Picture 3. Adult billbugs and their offspring really have been problematic this summer so far. 



Management strategy: 
 
Micronutrients may become something of an issue this summer – in periods of stress certain micronutrients can be important and 
based on what we have seen so far managing for stress tolerance is going to be very important. The use of micronutrients is to be 
handled with care however and a balanced package is going to be the safest option – potential for phytotoxicity is high with 
micronutrients used on their own. Using the package should be based on guidance obtained from a soil test report and also taking 
into account your soil type and focus. 
 
FINALLY!!!!! 
 
Last week as XGD lines drying out quicker than the rest of greens! Not too many got it and Mr VerCautren lost a space in his lead 
points but still holds on by one point.  
 
 

J VerCautren 10 

B Ziegler 9 

B Thomson 9 

K Sams 8 

B Anderson 8 

S Ritchie 6 

T Christians 5 

S Hillyard 5 

D Riley 5 

 
This week maybe familiar to many but we want to know what caused these lines and turf discoloration. Answers to 
enangle@cdga.org  
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Dr. Lee Miller’s most recent scouting report is available here; If you are further south this is certainly relevant and for 
superintendents in Chicago this is generally 2-3 weeks ahead of us – so a good planner! Summer stress is on the topic for those 
guys down there as well as the first field day of the summer. Also be glad that we have not had 18 straight days of 90+ degrees! 

 http://turfpath.missouri.edu/reports/2016/update06_27_16.cfm. 

Questions or complaints – don’t hesitate to contact us!  
Ed Nangle PhD 

Director of Turfgrass Programs 
Chicago District Golf Association 

11855 Archer Ave 
Lemont, IL 60439 
P 630.685.2307 
C 630.423.1925 

Twitter @turfresearch / @cdgaresearchmgr 
www.cdgaturf.org 
enangle@cdga.org 
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