September 24, 2010 Scouting Report – Fall Arrives Officially: Our last 90 degree day, Dollar
spot wows, Tim’s Biorational results, Nick says ImageResizer and MediaFire
Chicago/Northern Illinois Update: Derek Settle - DSettle@cdga.org
September 23 officially marks the first day of fall, yet a 90° high temperature returned to
Chicago’s south side. For example, Midway Airport recorded 90°. A little farther to the west in
Lemont, Sunshine Course didn’t quite make it there (we would record 88°). At a CDGA board
meeting at Lake Shore Country Club that same day (each club has one elected representative) I
was wearing a nice tie and did my very best to summarize 2010 regarding turfgrass health.

Wowie! Calendar says Fall, but it didn’t look (or feel) that way. Nearing 90 degrees, a dollar
spot outbreak on North Shore Country Club’s fairway puts my pencil to work. Settle 9-23-10
As I spoke, a hot, windy day unfolded on Chicago’s North Shore. Ironically that was my main
point. We had just experienced a return of ‘a normal summer’ (23 days above 90°). In the
Midwest it wasn’t a summer of blistering highs that upset the balance; rather it was a consistently
warm summer that caused trouble beyond just disease. For cool-season turf such as bentgrass we
had experienced physiological decline! From July 3rd we counted 49 days non-stop with daytime
highs at or above 80° F. In Chicago that overtook 42 days recorded in 1955 when Dwight D.
Eisenhower was president. For golf course superintendents, the third full week of September had
to feel good as we continue to gain distance from August (an especially hot month). Rapid turf
recovery has ensued and we are humming – that is the leaf blowers, aerifiers, and seeders. Fall!
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Weather Update
A return to summer-like temperatures as well as rainfall meant dollar spot development returned
for a week. Turfgrass recovery was undone in certain areas. In my world, untreated research
plots suffered up to 80% blight and curative fungicide treatments had to be applied.

http://blog.chicagoweathercenter.com/

The 2010 Total: Chicago officially hit 90+ degrees 26 times
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Tim Sibicky, M. S. - TSibicky@cdga.org CDGA Turfgrass Research Manager
Dollar Spot Disease 2010, Are you Using Biorational Products?

Dollar Spot Disease Development in 2010
Golf Course Fairways: Coyote Run GC, North Shore CC, and Briar Ridge CC
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Warmer temperatures this week have provided suitable environmental conditions for dollar spot
(Sclerotinia homoeoecarpa) development on fairways. We are now beginning to see a lateseason surge in damage as we enter the autumn months. Thinking back to the beginning of the
2010 season, we set out to investigate the effectiveness of early season dollar spot programs and
if you look (Figure 1) we are able to see the progression of the disease at a variety of different
locations surrounding Chicago. So I ask, was it worth it to spray early in April-May? At our
locations for this year’s Biorational study, ranging from North Shore Country Club in Glenview,
IL Coyote Run Golf Course in Flossmor, IL and Briar Ridge CC in northwest Indiana, it is
evident that the disease failed to take off until the middle of summer.

Figure 1. Dollar spot development in untreated plots on Chicago-area golf fairways in 2010.
As an additional note: each of our locations vary in turfgrass composition with Coyote Run
having a blend of Southshore and L93, Briar Ridge CC with Penncross and North Shore CC
having a mix of creeping bentgrass and Poa annua. We tested seven treatments, Rhapsody 10 fl
oz, Ecoguard 20 fl oz, Dew Cure 4.0 fl oz, Urea 0.15 lbs, Daconil 3.2 oz, Daconil 3.2 oz curative
(as needed using 5% damage threshold).
Treatments are being applied at 14 day intervals at label rates and the plots at all locations are
scouted weekly. If disease infection centers exceed an average of 5% area affected a curative
application of 3.2 oz of Daconil is applied over the biorational treatment. We are able to
understand the effectiveness of the different treatments by comparing visual quality, percentage
of disease, and number of curative fungicide applications. Our goal is to reduce fungicide use
and maintain turfgrass quality at levels required for fairways.
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Results (Table 1). At Coyote Run GC, we have been able to maintain the Dew Cure treatment
below the 5% threshold without applying a single curative application of Daconil! At this
location we were also able to see a recuperative effect within the Urea treatment, only requiring a
single application. At North Shore Country Club we were able to reduce the curative
applications by two when using DewCure. All other plots required the same amount of
curatives, four apps. At Briar Ridge with DewCure, we were able to reduce the number of
curative required by one. At Briar Ridge we did observe phytotoxicity by DewCure. On
August 10 an application of all products were made at a time when temperatures were 90+
degrees and turf was entering drought stress. This resulted in severe injury by DewCure alone.
Table 1.
Curative Applications for Dollar Spot Disease (as needed given 5% damage threshold)
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Daconil every 14 days
Daconil Curative
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These biorational products may play more important roles in disease management programs as
we continue to progress into a reduced input future. As we continue to learn and understand the
benefits and limitations, superintendents will be able to make better and more informed
decisions. We may as well investigate alternatives now before we run out of options.

Sibicky 9-23-10
Dr. Derek Settle…Golfing??? (left)
Coyote Run CG. (right)
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Dew Cure resisting dollar spot without any curative applications in 2010 at

Nick DeVries - NDevries@cdga.org www.cdgaturf.com
Research Assistant and Internet Communications Manager
PC LOAD LETTER
The term was popularized by the comedy film
Office Space. Michael Bolton (David Herman),
one of the three main characters, reads the error
message from the status display on a fax machine,
after which he asks, "PC LOAD LETTER? What
does that mean?" This message appears on the
display just after Bolton fills the machine's tray
with blank paper. Frustrations such as this lead the
main characters of the film to take revenge on the
malfunctioning fax machine by destroying it in a
vacant field with a baseball bat. (Wikipedia.com)
That scene from Office Space is one of my favorites, but error messages are far from a laughing
matter when they happen to you. Here are a few common error messages with solutions to
prevent you from breaking your computer.
Problem 1:
“This message exceeds the maximum message size allowed”
Sending an e-mail that contains a large attachment will not only give you this error, but it will
prevent your message from being sent.
Solutions:
Photos. If you are trying to send pictures, then you should download the windows ‘power toy’
Image Resizer. Image Resizer allows you to right-click one or multiple images and decrease the
file size without decreasing quality. A picture that originally was 3MB will be reduced to about
250KB. This is a must have application. http://imageresizer.codeplex.com/
Video and Music. Video and music attachments require a different solution. The easiest solution
is to open a free account at http://mediafire.com. MediaFire is a file hosting web site that allows
you to upload files up to 200MB for FREE. Once the file is uploaded, you are given a URL
(link) that you can send to your buddies so they can download the uploaded file.
Problem 2:
“Limited or no connectivity”
This error message is a nightmare. It pokes up in an annoying yellow box on the
bottom right corner of your screen on the taskbar aka notification area. The
message is telling you that you kinda have internet and you kinda don’t. Fail
Solutions:
Unfortunately, there is no 100% solution to this problem because there are too many different
factors that prompt this message. Here are three simple things you can try and will fix the
problem more than half the time.
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1) Reset your cable/dsl modem by unplugging the power for 10 seconds and then repower
the device. This alone solves the problem at least half of the time.
2) Go to the start menu and select ‘run’, or if on windows 7 type in ‘run’ in the search bar.
Type in “cmd” and press enter. You will be
presented with a black DOS screen. Next, type in
“ipconfig /release”, some action happens, then
type in “ipconfig /renew” more action happens.
This is a more formal way of asking your ISP
(internet service provider) for a new ip address
(Internet Protocol). Do not enter the “” and there
is a space before /release and /renew.
3) Restart your computer.
E-mail me with any problems that you have and I will help any way that I can. Alternatively, use
an error message as a search through Google. You will be surprised how many people have had
that same message and have sought help. The info is out there you just have to do a little digging.
Cheers, Nick

CY-2

Century

’CY-2’ sounds like another Nick tech term? Instead, it is one of the newer bentgrass varieties we
are finding has superior dollar spot resistance versus older varieties like ‘Century’. Settle 9-22-10
Page | 6

Final images – iTurf Expo was held on CDGA’s Sunshine Course on Wednesday, September 22

Dr. Bruce Branham explains how a herbicide, Tenacity, can be used to selectively remove annual
bluegrass (whitish color) from a Kentucky bluegrassrough on Sunshine Course. Settle 9-22-10

Tim Sibicky explains how newer herbicides like amicarbazone may offer selective removal of
annual bluegrass from creeping bentgrass given repeat applications at low rates. DeVries 9-22-10
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Dr. Ken Diesburg shows how ‘Zenith’ zoysia is established by seed on a teebox. Settle 9-22-10

Dr. Cale Bigelow recommends newer creeping bentgrass varieties for Illinois. DeVries 9-22-10
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Dr. Jim Kerns tells of alternatives to PCNB for snow mold control on fairways. DeVries 9-22-10

Lunch was served on a creeping bentgrass research teebox named ‘Princeville’. Settle 9-22-10
Thank you for your continued support and communication...
Derek, Tim, and Nick – The CDGA Turfgrass Program
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