October 1, 2010 Scouting Report – September Inspired: 2010 Review, Dry conditions, Rough
rougher than usual, Rust peaks, Dollar spot peaks, Tim’s Urediniospores, and Nick says Draw!
Chicago/Northern Illinois Update: Derek Settle - DSettle@cdga.org
I am constantly reminded of the dedication that ties us together in a business that relies entirely
on the great outdoors. You see, during the “growing season” a day is never just 8 hours long. In
golf, we have good seasons and then those pesky not-so-good seasons (2010 here). After a
difficult growing season we often reflect. As I do, my 2010 golf season was inspirational? The
memories of carrying a heavy-laden backpack with textbooks during one’s college education
(well-used during a difficult year) – that inspires me. The internship that gave us a perspective
we otherwise could not know – that inspires me. The continuing education necessary to stay

Sparkles. Basic stuff, like annual core cultivation to make a difference over time. Settle 9-30-10
up-to-date with newer products and scientific research (venues like an outdoor Turfgrass Field
Day) – that inspires me. A man’s ability to take Mother Nature as it comes and without question
– that inspires me. The complexities of thinking, planning and implementing the integrated
management of turf, trees, shrubs, and native areas – that inspires me. The callused hands of
experience that have made sacrifices – that inspires me. The Plantsman who unquestioningly
provides accurate doses of water by hand (day or night) – that inspires me. As we look back on
September we realize this was, without a doubt, the best month of the 2010 season. It not only
allowed superintendents and staff to get things done efficiently, it allowed optimal growing
conditions for turf recovery. After a long, hot July-August period, September, 2010 inspired me.
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Weather Update – 70th and 68th means average
We’ll take it. September turned out to be Average? October is predicted to be Mild? Ok,
maybe I shouldn’t question our Weathermen since it is wonderful news given extremes of
summer 2010. From a flooding standpoint, September was especially nice – none experienced.
A quick note: the official Chicago rain total, 2.8 inches, may be greater than most golf courses.

http://blog.chicagoweathercenter.com/
Average: September's infrequent rainfall means rough is..."rough"
2.4 in. total N. Chi ‐ Biltmore CC, N. Barrington
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1.7 in. total W. Chi ‐ Aurora CC, Aurora
2.5 in. total SW. Chi ‐ Sunshine Course, Lemont
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1.5 in. total S. IL ‐ Hickory Ridge, Carbondale
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I am not the only inspired/thinking about 2010 lately... read on for an excellent perspective
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Tim Sibicky, M. S. - TSibicky@cdga.org CDGA Turfgrass Research Manager
Recent Outbreaks of Rust Diseases in Chicagoland
Recently, you might have been ‘lucky’ enough to notice an orange hue on your shoes after
walking through a turfgrass home lawn or other rough areas in the Chicagoland region. Those
unfamiliar with this phenomenon will ask why their shoes have now become orange? The
answer: Rust diseases (Puccinia spp). They have three distinct Causal agents depending on
disease expression: Stem Rust = Puccinia graminis (Pers.:Pers), Crown Rust = Puccinia
coronata (Corda) and Stripe Rust = Puccinia striiformis (Westend). World-wide distribution in
association with high diversity provides a great
deal of challenges associated with this disease. In
recent years we are beginning to see cultivar
varieties that were once thought highly resistant, to
now have greater susceptibility. The National
Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP) has
recently posted their 2009 data on rust diseases. I
was able to take the varieties that we also happen
to be testing in our Kentucky bluegrass variety
trial on Sunshine Course’s number 3 fairway. I
created a chart for comparison (see below). In
addition to efforts for newly developed cultivars Shoes take on a new appearance after coming in
put forth by plant breeders at universities across contact with rust disease on turf. Sibicky 9-27-10
the world, researchers at Rutgers University have begun to make strides toward identifying the
possibility of new races or strains with molecular markers and DNA analysis to try and
understand this ‘shift in cultivar susceptibility’ (Beirn).

Rating 1‐9, with 9 = no disease

Rusts on Kentucky Bluegrass Cultivars
National Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP)
Ratings 1‐9, 9 = no disease, data from 2009
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Rusts are fairly common and occur as obligate parasites on all turfgrass species in our region, but
Kentucky bluegrass and perennial ryegrasses are most susceptible. They occur on the leaves or
stems causing the turf to take on the appearance of thinly weak with a reddish brown or yellow
color. The site of infection on the stems or leaf blades will appear initially as light yellow spots
that under the right environmental conditions will enlarge parallel to the leaf blade and result in
the formation of pustules that we call uredinia. The uredinia can be thought of as factories that
are the major producers of the powdery appearing urediniospores but end-of-season they also
have the ability to produce the major overwintering teliospores which are brown to black in
color.
Rust Management. In order to manage this disease, it is encouraged to limit as much stress as
possible on the plant, maintaining adequate levels of irrigation and fertility in order to promote
growth. However it is also important taking care not to extend the periods of leaf wetness,
refraining from evening irrigation. When possible, removing clippings can help to reduce the
incidence of disease and natural inoculum, although unlikely in large areas of rough. If all else
fails, there are some chemical options. However, these methods are costly and can sometimes be
ineffective.

Orange to copper colored urediniospores of rust disease are seen on the leaves of Kentucky
Bluegrass. Sibicky 9-27-10
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Nick DeVries - NDevries@cdga.org www.cdgaturf.com
Research Assistant and Internet Communications Manager

Draw!
The best pictures require no caption. These photographs focus on spontaneity rather than
technique. A spontaneous picture requires your camera to be on you at all times. Unless you have
the courage to strap a camera case to your belt, you often are camera-less. Enter your cell
phone… Always in your pocket and just a western styled draw away, your phone is the perfect
device to capture those in-the-moment pictures.
Taking pictures of where you are and what you are doing is important. Memories fade but
pictures will not. Like the music I am passionate about, I feel an everlasting need to share the
pictures I take. Flickr is a free photo hosting service, use it.

John Wayne? Today’s cell phones = quality photo and quick draw capability. DeVrise 10-1-10
This week a group of pest management stakeholders from the North Central IPM region visited
North Shore Country Club. The purpose of thier visit on September 29 was to gain a better
understanding of the turfgrass industry and how we strive to reduce pesticide use through
research and newer management techniques. University professors and EPA representatives from
12 states were among the attendees.
Led by Dan Dinelli CGCS, the group walked around the course stopping here and there. I
documented the whole ‘walk and talk’ presentation using flickr and twitter. Follow this link to
see the pictures from the IPM North Central presentation. http://bit.ly/cNqgSJ
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Final images – Colors of Fall

CDGA research

Oh brother...Big Brother. Orange-colored 4 ft by 6 ft rectangular plots is a Poa annua herbicide
trial in 2010 on 8 fairway at North Shore Country Club in Glenview, IL. courtesy Google Maps

Drainage to be. Orange-red box elder bugs find warmth on a cool morning. Thomson 9-28-10
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Acer saccharum. Maples are orange at Forest Hills Country Club in Rockford. Settle 9-30-10

Macro plus zoom. Orange, rust breaks the epidermis of a Kentucky bluegrass leaf. Settle 9-29-10
Thank you for your continued support and communication...
Derek, Tim, and Nick – The CDGA Turfgrass Program
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